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Synopsis

A brave girlA¢a -4,¢s adventurous journey from Bolshevik Russia to the ZionistsA¢a -a,¢
settlement in the Holy Land. Sara, a Jewish 12-year-old in 1919 Russia, has spunk, independence,
and a deep commitment to her heritage. Suddenly orphaned under mysterious circumstances, her
home and shtetl destroyed, Sara begins a daring journey toward Budapest and her eventual
destination, Palestine. On this amazing odyssey, Sara meets fascinating people of all sorts. Set
against a backdrop of stormy historical eventsA¢a —a spogroms, the influenza epidemic, the
Bolshevik Revolution, and the struggle to create the State of IsraelA¢a -4 this riveting young-adult
novel is told with warmth, grace, and subtlety. Through the heart and mind of Sara, young readers
will experience a world of connections between generations, genders, cultures, religions, and
nationalities. Sara grows into a true follower of her fatherA¢a -4a,¢s wise advice: A¢a -A“Be bold

and brave, but not foolhardy.A¢a —Ae
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Customer Reviews

"[A] complicated but gripping first novel."A¢a -a «Kliatt (Kliatt)

A brave girl's adventurous journey from Bolshevik Russia to the Zionists’ settlement in the Holy
Land.



Here is an overlooked gem of a book. Sara is a young women who is left to fend for herself in
Eastern Europe in the early part of the 20th Century. Its a difficult time. Law and order is not what it
should; dangerous lurk at every corner. Yet Sara always seems to find her way, despite the
numerous obstacles in her path. Along the way she encounters a wide assortment of people from
various cultures, including Gypsies, Jews, Russians, and Hungarians. David Shapiro may not have
been a professional writer, but you would never know it from reading this excellent novel. The
characters are superbly drawn, the action unrelenting, the prose clear and concise. Great for

adolescents, but adults will enjoy this taught thriller as well.

The author does an excellent job writing about an interesting period of life. He writes with much
sensitivity and excitement. It's a book children as well as adults will enjoy. | hope this author comes
out with more books!
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